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IN PICTURESQUE ATTIRE

Astonishment of Staid Tourists in the
Valley at Sight of Short-skirte- d

Pack Carriers.

By MARION RANDALL PARSONS,

Treauirr of the Sierra QuK

Yosemite, June 5. In June Yosemite
Valley Is at the very height of its beauty.

The deciduous trees are in new leaf,
maples and dogwood in tenderest, bright-

est green, oaks tipped with pastel shades

of pink and red in prophecy of their
autumn glory, azaleas In full bloom, and

the meadows a rippling mass of exquisite

Crass brightened with flowers. In June,

too, the rivers are at their highest and

the falls in wildest beauty while the fast
melting snow still lies deep in the upper

forests and on the higher mountain

slopes.

After a week or more in the valley,
following the better-know-n trails, getting

mufcles in condition again after city-bou-

days, we were anxious to see what
spring was like in the snowy upper coun-

try. Accordingly, as pack animals were

not to be obtained for love or money, we

prepared to make pack animals of our- -

telves, and knapsack over to Mount Clark.1

(11.K0 feet) on the southwestern bound -

ary of the park, the most prominent peak

of the Merced group.
., - .- - ... .mere were lour oi us in me pan, mo

men and two women, and we planned to

l.e out two nights with a comfortable
margin of provisions for a third night, if ,

necessary, uacon. naratacK. ana mat
Messing, to mountaineers, soup, made up

the bulk of our commissary, '

however, by raisins, chocolate, dried
fruit, beans, spaghetti, and cheese. Ourj

Irsonal outfits, of course, were reduced i

to bare essentials A sleeping Dag. '

vcighin. aliout eight pounds, a s eater, j

a change of hose, toothbruth. hairbrush. ,,ne of Ilrewood gathered together; and
tt.wel, a box of matches, and a tiny roll' tnere l3 home. By 5 o'clock next morn-p- f

adhoMe tape would about complete ,ng we were a3tlr. As our energetic
thf list Tin biiLkets. a small Hying pan,

niHl a tip ui and spoon apiece comprised
1 . ami' i .lpmiit

We won.tti who kuar&aok" pride our- -

h ou 1m iii alii.' to do our share, so,

w t lie w lo not pretend to carry tuch

,hcav p.i ks a& th men, we curry our

ovn ouiut ami a part, at least, of the

onirni..u v upplieb Sliort- -

- rtetj Tlannl-skiue- l, willi hobnailed

's t tli kine .mil 'hocking bad
1 it.-- n ai a- - i.-.- in our own cloth- -

l t ami i sunlit.--- of wind or weather
th. Iim n tliemelea

,f 'ailni haul for u- - to nerve our-- !

- '' inn! tin. stare;, and queries of
i

l i ue met aionu the valle l

hi li i. n tup mutt begin All the
to Little )ot:nite we weie beset

, m -- dons Win ie were we going
' i - lui'l it ' rv luud woik''

i

l.ii t v t get just' Weieiit we afiaidt
nuit; n.jd' p hail an inch- -'

n !o link edi l these,
.. ".I, I.' Ik

Hit ) o.-- mile we made a camp;
I t - .i uthl llowin Mtrntl. and

j

j, ft. i i 't out on a I urn We. up to- -
:

w ol Halt Dome. I'ji the
i - I t tiail we iluoii. (1, and then

i

I 'fit ipll the fnit-- to tile h'illk
tf l.i.ii t'iii ii. a ccrg nhnu-- t as

i

ri, . i nimie Valit y itself, lnnccrs- -

i .! t.. but the hardiest moun- -

t .in. . Hi- - 'it cl.a.m, more than
t !''! r I iv nt i.jr feet Half
I ' f ti . t ii lr.ajest:. all asninst the
m am! tl!' farth-- r we -- ould see the
t "iRdowed cliffs of !;! Captain and the

ath-dr- al He.-!,-

A Bnrk In
My comramon on tills ramble elected

jto cl.mb ( 'oi-- is Rest before returning to
can p. so I made m way back to I.ittlc

isenut alone. Near the foot of the
t ail. la a slonoiis llttle mountain
meadow, I a beautiful buck,
the largest I have ever seen in the
Sierra. His horns were in rivet, and he

so near mo that I could see the
qiirk. ntrous movement of his nostrils
as he watched me. For two or three
minutes we stood theie regarding one

another Ihen. with a nonchalant wag
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of his funny little tail, he turned and
made off through the woods, unhurriedly
and Indifferently as if I, too, had been a
woodland creature. Perhaps looked It.

After hia departure I examined the

meado. more closeIy. It was a llttle
gem of its kind, sloping from n ledge of
granite that was covered with gnarled

crooed Junipers. At the first
gilraPse thought it an unbroken heet
of the tlmest blossoms of yellow mim
uIuSj buti on kneeling down, eleven spe-

cies of nowers revealed themselves, all
thp daintiest and most delicate of their
klnd yellow violets, white forget-me- -

noti Enia8 white saxifrage, and the
gmailest pink pea I have ever seen.

A camp Is a simple af-

faira bed of pine needles, few stones

rolled together to make a fireplace.

leader busied himself with the breakfast
tire, a doe came out of the woods and
stood motionless for a long minute
watching him before she quietly stole
away.

Where one's possessions are so few,

washing dishes and packing Is a matter
of scant ceremony. In less than an hour
we were ready for the trail, or for the

march, rather, as we expected to leave

truiU behind us and strike across coun-

try to the base of Mount Clark.

We held it to be but a tribute to our

skill as however, when we

found an old sheep trail following the

eiy route we had planned to take. For
many miles wo followed it through the
rolling forest east of Mount Starr Kins,

Starr King Meadow-- , and out
near the crest of granite riilge near

Claik Folk. Heie wo left it behind and

struck acioss the open countr, oei
ildge after ridge, across sticam alter
stream, until we came to the noitherly

folk pf Gray Creek, where wc made a
camp. We had n ached the altitude of

about S.GiX) feet, and snowdrifts lay deep

all about us. But firewood was abund

ant and our little nook among the tall

hrs promised eer comfort that knap-- I

sackcr need expect.

In default of extra bedding we took hot

rocks to bed with us.

The night passed comfortably and wc

Mere up at dawn ready for the assault
on Mount Clark, confident also of suc- -

cess As wo climbed the snow lay even
deeper about us. The forest of tir and
mountain pine gave way to the hardier
wiute-bar- k pine, the tree of timber-lin- e.

I'p to the top of the ridge it crept, at the
top mere shrub, bent and twisted be-

neath the winter's weight of snow.
As we. climbed, our horizon to the south

and west widened. We were looking
across the alley of the Illilouette to
ward the snowy diide separating us
from the South Fork of the 3Ierced
where lies Wawona and the splendid
Mariposa grove of sequoias. Yosemite
Valley was but a blue rift in the forest
with only Its great domes. Half Dome,
Sentinel Dome, and Starr King, rising
into any prominence.

Far different was our view to eastward
from tho crest. Our ridge ended on the
east in an abrupt precipice. Through a
broken "chimney" or windowlike "aper- -
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HARRY T. MARTIN
Genera! Contractor and Expert Carpenter.

After Many Years' Connection with Prominent Building Firms and Con-tractors, I am Now in Business for Myself and am- - Preparedto Do High-clas- s and Satisfactory Work.
Addra.: L St N. W. TIpkone Main 4105.

Clinton A. Mann
EXPHESSMAN AND DRAYMAN.

Lons Established In Business. Quick and Satisfactory Service to AHPatrons.

. . - .

? .-- .. .a . - . . --.i" r-- t ". . ij'.-i"- - ;. ..'S,' !
--, - x i . - . - i . '.-.- , , - x.Jii -- "". -- ?e...v.v-- :,,"' - . .hSZ22!fI--,' - :;-TiT- -

'A S. . J..i j . T W .T T - - jn. J i

I

j

I

knapsacker's
a

mountaineers,

a

a

a

1724V4

-

--

ture in the rocks, we looked down BOO

feet into a great snow field filling all
the eastern basin, and beyond this lay
the cleft of the Merced Canyon, and, still
beyond, the magnificent snowy peaks of
the summit crest, Lyell, McClure, Rltter,
Dana, a host of others, all above 13.000
feet, all shining and gleaming in the bril-

liant sunshine with a radiance that hard
ly seemed to belong to this world.

Compensated Disappointment.
Well fot us that this glorious vision

was compensation for all the many miles
we had climbed, for we got no farther
that da and Clark still remains

For we had anticipated the
season for mountain climbing by a fort-
night or more, and the slope that should
have offered an easy rock climb to the
summit was now a precipitous wall of
treacherous snow. Vv'e had no rope, no
ico ax, not even a knife with which w
might hate cut steps, and the icy edge
where rock and snow met proved an in-

vincible barrier to the summiL
l'p and down the ridge we prowled,

over every ledge, into every chimney,
onl to admit ourselves defeated in the
end.

For an hour or more we remained upon
the ridge feasting our eyes on the marv
elous iKinorama a nunarea miles ot
snowy range, a magnificent alpine region.
the greater part of which is now almost
Inaccessible, soon to be opened to travel
by the construction of the John Muir
trail.

After luncheon In camp a fiften-mll- e

walk back still lay ahead of us. Our de-

feat lay lightly upon us, for many moun-
tain summits have been our3 in the past,
and we had had, after all, the inspira-
tion and the uplift of the glorious upper
regions of snow even if the exhilaration
of the summit had been lacking. Down
among the great below of ellow pines
under the spreading arms of sugar pines
u.iu oui u,on open crests covered with
manzenita and chinquapin we hastened
past Nevada and Vernal and down
through tho. Happy Isles where thrushes
sang their evening songs, and into ourlbv
Yosemite Valley camp.
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NOINGLISH SPEAKING

ALIENS HANDICAPPED

Education Expert Points Out Necessity

of Teaching Immigrants
Our Language.

The necessity of teaching the adult
immigrant how-- to speak English as
soon as possible after his arrial Is
emphasized by Dr. H. H Wheaton, of
the United States Bureau of Educa-
tion, in a report made public.

"With the adult immigrant desire
for instruction and ability to acquire
language are largely lost," says Dr.
Wheaton. "yet inability to speak Eng-
lish is the most serious barrier to In
tercourse Americans and for-
eigners. Furthermore, employers art
comintr t6 see the necessity of teaeliine

foreign-boi'- n employes the Eng- -
Ilsh language and something of the
rules of Experience shows
that a large proportion of industrial
accidents are due to the fact that
foreigners have not understood the or-de- is

of the foremen. A canvass of
many employers of foreign-bor- n work- -
lngmen indicates that a knowledge of
English is urgently needed. This is i

particularly true of railroads, steel i

plants, and foundries.' k

In eight of the principal cities of
the United States, according- - to Dr '

Wheaton. the number of foreign-bor- n

adults unable to speak English totals ,

over sui'.uuu. .er York alone has
122.000. I

The types of adapted to the '

education of the Immigrant are even- - I

ing. industrial, and camp schools, j

"The number of classes provided by
different cities." declares Dr. Wheaton,

is rar irom adequate. Appropria-
tions are insufficient to provide the
requisite teaching. Failure to appre
ciate the need of increase in
modations is shown by the fact that
nineteen cities in the State of New
Voik, with a population of 10.000 to
20.000, and with the foreign-bor- n

population varying ."rom to 7,000,
hae no public night classes where im
migrants can learn the English lan-
guage.

Dr. Wheaton finds that private and
religious agencies have largely supple
mented the inadequate provisions made

English and American laws and cus- -
torn-- -
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Conrad M. Chaney
Experienced Contractor and Builder. as a Builder of Beau-

tiful Bungalows. Satisfied Patrons Attest Ability.

E. P. RODMAN
I.audscnplit and Forester.Long Established as an Expert in the of Gardens, Lawns andHedges for Prominent --People.

P.stimates furnished on application.
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Address

GENERAL CONTRACTING EXCAVATING

HAULING CEMENT WORK
N MOTOR TRUCKING

Established 1898 Phone, Main 6744

VINSON CONTRACTING &

EXCAVATING CO.
Incorporated.

No job too large or too small for

us. Personal attention given to every

contract.

619 Second Street N. W.
Ave. N. W.
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Statesmen, scholars and other no
tables die and men erect monuments to
their memory, which may also be done
in respect to building; contractors, but

contractor erects monuments for
himself in buildings that perpetuate
his ability as a master builder.

Of all the monuments erected to
notable men in Washington, could one
have a greater than the District
Building on Pennsylvania Avenue, the
College of History, or the Stoneleigh
apartment building on Connecticut
avenue? Yet these are the monuments
erected by James L. Parsons, general
contractor, whose activities for nearly
half a century in Washington have
been connected with the grandest and
greatest projects of Washington's ma-

terial and substantial prosperity.
There has been nothing spectacular

about Mr. Parson's life or his business
career. Throughout the sixty-eig- ht

years of his extremely active life, the
course of his career has run consis-
tently with energy Judiciously direct
ed and the results achieved were tho
natural outcome of well laid plans
honestly made and legitimately exe-

cuted.

Came from "the Dnekiroods."
Like the majority of self-ma- men.

Mr. Parsons Is rather proud of the
fact that he came from the "tall tim-
bers," as the parlance of the street
would put it. The "tall timbers" sur-

rounding Mr. Parsons' home were at
Thompson's Cross Roads, five miles
from Lewlston. Va. Mr. Parsons was
born at that place March 19, 1S47, and
he lived there with his parents, doing
honest toll on the farm until the civil
war began. Imbued with patriotic fer-

vor for the Southern cause and till-

ed with enthusiasm, Mr. Parsons en-

listed In the Confederate army In 1862.
As he was born In 1847 you will read-
ily ascertain by a mental calculation
that he was only fifteen years old
when he became a soldier. Seeking
the hero of the time, Mr. Parsons en-

listed with Stonewall Jackson, and he
followed the fortunes of that famous
Confederate general from the begin

ning of the civil war until Its finish.
Few men in that war participated in
a larger number of important engage -

ments. Mr. Parsons was In the battle
of Cedar Bun, Bull Iiun, Antletam,
Fredericksburg, Chancelorsvtlle, and
Cold Harbor. Ho was in the siege of
Richmond and finally, with the rest
of his command, surrendered at Appo-
mattox.

"I went In the Confederate army a
private and came a private," said
Mr. Parsons proudly to a Herald Repre-

sentative, thus sustaining the pride ot
a great general who once said that the
greatest credit in all wars belonged to
tho privates the men who obeyed rather
than the men who commanded.

Tnkes Horace Greeley's Advice.
Soon after the close ot the civil war.

like many other young men of the day.
Mr. Parsons took Horace Greeley's ad-

vice and went West. He got as far as
Leavenworth, Kans.. and there he
stopped, partly because he didn't have
the money to go farther and partly be-

cause he was given an opportunity In
that Western town to learn the trade of
a carpenter in the Quartermaster'6 De-

partment of the Federal government at
Fort Leavenworth, and for two years
was engaged in the construction of larre
government buildings at that point. At
that time he worked under Col. Hazen,
subsequently a chief signal officer for
tho government.

Years of Work Bring; Success.
It In 1ST2 that Mr. Parsons at-

tached himself to this town and became
a general contractor, which means that
he has been more or less prominent in
the progress and advancement of the
city for forty-thre- e years. In this nearly
half a century of energy and enterprise
Mr. Parsons has been connected with
many notable contracting achievements.
Tho most notable buildings he has
erected are tho District Building. 'Penn-
sylvania avenue and Fourteenth street:
the Collego of History at the Ameri-
can University, the Stoncllsh apartment
building on Connecticut avenue, and
Washington's newest and most palatial
department store on Thirteenth street,
between F and O streets. The latter
building la owned by S. Kann & Sons and
Its construction represents an outlay ot
500,000. Mr. Parsons took the contract.

K
...ne. ,iiW . ,wtrf,,.;:??!

Phone, CoL 1873 Washington, D. C.

and
Construction, Specialties

Churches and other Buildings built by William A. Kimmel.

Churches.

ST. PAUL'S loth and R sts. nw.
UNION 31. E 20th near Pa. ave. nw.
WASHINGTON HEIGHTS 19th and Kalorama ave.
ECKINGTON N. Capitol and Q sts.
FIRST BAPTIST Sherman ave. and Lamont st.
NORTH3UNSTER 11th and R. I. ave. nw.
TEMPLE BAPTIST 10th and N sts. nw.
GRACE 9th and S. C. ave. se.
BEREAN BAPTIST 11th and V sts. nw.
CHURCH OF THE ADVENT Id and U sts. nw.
ZION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 16th and sts. nw.
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN U st. near 16th.
ADDITION TO CHURCH OF THE REFORMATION. 2d and se.

Important Buildings.
N. E. 3IASONIC TEMPLE 523 Sth st. ne.
K. OF. P. TEMPLE 1012 Ninth st.
APARTMENT HOUSE 12S st. ne.
14 HOUSES ISth and Cal. sts. and Wyo. ave. nw.

HOUSES Col. rd. and 16th st.
DUPONT (Garage) 2020 M st. nw.
THOMPSON'S DAIRT ,11th St. bet. U and V sts.
DWELLING 711 N. C. ave, se.
DWELLING 4S0S R st. for Ed. C. 3fonk
DWELLING Lanier Heights
STORE AND APART3IENTS. Cor. R. I. ave. and Mills ave. ne. for If. O. Bull
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Ton a percentage basis and the owner!
shook his hand when a final statement

I was made In token of their entire sat- -
falact,0Il wlth the work and wlth th8
manner In which Mr. Parsons had kept
the accounts.
Treasury Department Trusts Him.

One of many tasks assigned to Mr.
Parsons which reflects great credit on
him was the construction of a large
number of additional vaults at the
United States Treasury. For this work,
costing J1S0.OOO, Mr. Parsons was chosen
by the government without the question
of competition entering Into the matter
at all, and it is the more to his credit
that this important undertaking was also
executed on a percentage basis. This
means that the gorrnment trusted Mr.
Parsons to make an accurate and hon-
est accounting of the cost of the work
and the materials and of his time and
services, all of which he did to the en-
tire satisfaction of Treasury officials.

A remarkable construction feat was
that embraced in the building of a root
over the Immense Pension Building In
llttle more than a week previous to
Cleveland's first Inauguration In order
that the Inaugural ball might be held
there. The building was not constructed
to Its full height, but It had advanced
sufficiently toward completion to make
the ballroom available for the ball, tf It
only had a roof on It. Mr. Parsons was
engaged to put a temporary roof on the
big building. He employed 300 men night
and day for eight days and astonished
the city by completing the immense Job
In that short length of time, and the
ball was a grand affair.

Among other special tasks of Impor-
tance forwhlch Mr. Parsons was selected
by government and District officials was
that Involved In the Inspection of Ellis
Island, the appraisement of 257 buildings
which were condemned to make way for
the House Office Building, the appraise-
ment of property Values and buildings at
Fort Leavenworth and at Atlanta, all of
which tasks Mr. Parsons discharged In a
manner that won him high praise.

District BuildlnK Model.
When a Herald representative suggest-

ed to Mr. Parsons that the District Build-
ing was his gr teat monument as a con-
tractor Mr. Parsons dcprecatlngly said
that the College ot History might more
properly be considered as a monument if
any building that he had constructed
were to be so designated. Nevertheless,
In the eye of the average person the Dis-

trict Building will stand most promi-
nent, although It Is difficult not to In-

clude Stoneleigh apartments as most de-
serving of that honor since there are
few more magnificent structures of the

kind In this country. However, the Dis

trict Building, because of its being de-

voted to the public service, is undoubt-
edly the most important. It cost $2,000.-00- 0.

and Is everywhere recognized as a
model municipal building.

In the speeches made that day Mr.
Parsons was eulogized as the contractor
and his work complimented, as It has
been complimented many times Mnce not
only in respect to the District Building,
but many other important structures.

Prrsnnally !nper lses 'Work.
One reason for Mr. Parsons' success la

that he personally supervises every con-
tract he undertakes. A representative
of The Herald recently found himself
in tho company of several oromlnent
architects, and when Mr. Parsons' abil
ity as a contractor was referred in nna
of the architects said: "I always feeleasy when Mr. Parsons obtains a con
tract for the construction of any build-
ing I have designed, because I feel con
fident that It will be done richt. and not
only right, but honestly. If a dollar's
worth of material is delivered to Mr.
Parsons which he considers below the
standard he will reject It absolutely,
and, more than that, he will go out of
the way to do more than hi contract
really calls for If it seems necessary to
bring the standard of construction up to
his high Idea."

For many years Mr. Parsons has done
practically all of the Capital Traction
Company's construction work, having
dono over $2.w.00u in construcion work
for this company alone.

Among many magnificent residences
erected by him In Washington Is the pa--

latlal home of Mrs. Bubcock. at Thirty-fourt- h

street and Massachusetts 'avenue.
Another of his notable achievements wit --

the construcion of the Administration
Building at Fort Meyer. To consider Mr. a
Parsons' work from the standpoint ot
cost alone. It may be said that the build-
ings he has constructed in the District
of Columbia represent in value millions
and millions of dollars, and yet his hon-
esty In construction of all these valuable
buildings has never been questioned for
a moment by any one, and hia work has i
always given an unusually high per--' ,
centage of general satisfaction.

Mr. Parsons is married and has four
daughters and three sons. He has ;a
fine home at 1012 Massachusetts avenn
northeast, and his business office Is ln-- i
the Munsey Building on Pennsylvania
avenue. Mr. Parsons Is president or the
Builders" League, president of the ilan- - .

ufacturers' .Exchange, a member 'of the
Engineers Society and a director In th ,
National Capital Bjnk of Washington; ..'
He Is a prominent Mason and la held In
hUh esteem, both In private and cufest
Itf- - J .
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